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millions. Without the belief in the Resurrection there
would have been no Christianity ; if anything may be
laid down as certain, this may. We should probably
never have even heard of the great Teacher; He
would not have been believed in, He would not have
been preached to the world; the impulse to conversion
would have been wanting ; and all that was without
parallel good and true and fruitful in His life would
have perished, and have been lost in Judaea. And
the belief in the Resurrection M. Renan thinks due
to an hour of over-excited fancy in a woman agonized
by sorrow and affection. When we are presented with
an hypothesis on the basis of intrinsic probability, we
cannot but remember that the power of delusion and
self-deception, though undoubtedly shown in very re-
markable instances, must yet be in a certain propor-
tion to what it originates and produces, and that it is
controlled by the numerous antagonistic influences of
the world. Crazy women have founded superstitions ;
but we cannot help thinking that it would be more
difficult than M. Renan supposes for crazy women to
found a world-wide religion for ages, branching forth
into infinite forms, and tested by its application to
all varieties of civilisation, and to national and per-
sonal character. M. Renan points to La Salette.
But the assumption would be a bold one that the La
Salette people could have invented a religion for
Christendom which would stand the wear of eighteen
centuries, and satisfy such different minds. Pious
frauds, as he says, may have built cathedrals. But